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Amendments to the Claims : 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (previously presented) An electric beverage maker comprising a lower, water boiling 
vessel, a funnel extending into the lower vessel and having an upper compartment for 
receiving a beverage and an upper vessel mounted over said funnel to receive water which 
has passed up said funnel through said compartment, and from which the beverage is 
dispensed, characterized in that said lower vessel is formed with an opening in its lower 
region, and in that opening an electric heater is mounted to close said opening thereby 
forming a heating base for the lower vessel. 

2. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 wherein the lower vessel is made of 
plastics. 

3. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 2 wherein the lower vessel has side walls 
which extend down below the opening so as to form a skirt. 

4. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 wherein the upper vessel is molded 
plastics. 

5. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 wherein the heater, which is arranged 
in the base of the lower vessel, is a planar heater having heating means provided in or on its 
underside. 

6. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 5 wherein the heater is provided with a 
peripheral flange which is urged upwardly to secure the heater in place. 

7. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 6 wherein said flange is urged upwardly 
by the housing of a control for the beverage maker. 

8. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a thermally 
sensitive control operable to disconnect the power supply to the heater when at least a part of 
said lower vessel boils dry. 
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9. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 8 wherein the control is arranged such 
that it disconnects the power to the heater until the control is reset by a user. 

10. (original) An electric beverage maker as claimed in claim 1, wherein said heater 
comprises an unheated region arranged directly below said funnel. 

1 1 . (original) An electric beverage maker comprising a lower, water boiling, vessel, a funnel 
extending into the lower vessel and having an upper compartment for receiving a beverage, 
an upper vessel mounted over said funnel to receive water which has passed up said funnel 
through said compartment and from which the beverage is dispensed, and electric heating 
means associated with said lower vessel for heating water in said lower vessel characterized 
in that said beverage maker further comprises a thermally sensitive control for disconnecting 
the electrical supply to said heater when the water in said lower vessel substantially boils 
away, and means for manually resetting said control to allow said heater to be re-energized. 

12. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 9 wherein said control comprises a 
thermally sensitive actuator operable to open a set of contacts when the liquid in at least a 
part of said lower vessel has been boiled away, and further comprises means for maintaining 
those contacts open until such time as reset by a user of the appliance. 

13. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 12 wherein said actuator is a thermally 
sensitive bimetallic actuator of the type which has a reset temperature which is significantly 
below normal ambient temperatures whereby it may only be reset by a user in normal use. 

14. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 12 wherein a movable contact is 
mounted on a bi-stable contact arm which, once it has been moved to its open position, can 
only be returned to its closed position by a manual reset mechanism. 

15. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 12 further comprising a latch for 
latching a movable contact in an open condition after operation of the bimetallic actuator, and 
a manual latch release mechanism. 
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16. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 5 wherein the latch comprises a catch 
and a resilient latch member which engages the catch to latch the contact open. 

17. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 16 wherein said latch release 
mechanism comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of 
engagement with said catch. 

18. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 16 wherein the catch is associated with 
the movable contact. 

19. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 8 wherein said latch release 
mechanism comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of 
engagement with said catch. 

20. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 8 wherein said resilient latch member 
comprises an elongate leaf or wire spring. 

21 . (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 20 wherein said latch release 
mechanism comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of 
engagement with said catch. 

22. (original) An electric beverage maker as claimed in claim 11, wherein said heater 
comprises an unheated region arranged directly below said funnel. 

23. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 comprising a lamp or other indicator 
which is illuminated either while the liquid is heating, or after the control has operated, 
thereby indicating that the beverage is ready. 

24. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 wherein the heating base of the lower 
vessel is arranged to slope and the actuator of a control is arranged at an upper part of the 
base. 

25. (original) A thermally sensitive control for an electric beverage maker comprising a 
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lower, water boiling, vessel, a funnel extending into the lower vessel and having an upper 
compartment for receiving a beverage, an upper vessel mounted over said funnel to receive 
water which has passed up said funnel through said compartment and from which the 
beverage is dispensed, and electric heating means associated with said lower vessel for 
heating water in said lower vessel, said control comprising a thermally sensitive actuator 
operable to open a set of contacts when the liquid in at least a part of said lower vessel has 
been boiled away, a latch for latching a movable contact in an open condition after operation 
of the bimetallic actuator, and a manual latch release mechanism. 

26. (currently amended) A control as claimed in claim 33- 25 wherein the latch comprises a 
catch and a resilient latch member which engages the catch to latch the contact open. 

27. (original) A control as claimed in claim 26 wherein said latch release mechanism 
comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of engagement 
with said catch. 

28. (original) A control as claimed in claim 26 wherein the catch is associated with the 
movable contact. 

29. (original) A control as claimed in claim 28 wherein said latch release mechanism 
comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of engagement 
with said catch. 

30. (original) A control as claimed in claim 26 wherein said resilient latch member 
comprises an elongate leaf or wire spring. 

3 1 . (original) A control as claimed in claim30 wherein said latch release mechanism 
comprises a release member for deflecting said resilient latch member out of engagement 
with said catch. 

32. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 1 1 wherein said control comprises a 
thermally sensitive actuator operable to open a set of contacts when the liquid in at least a 
part of said lower vessel has been boiled away, and further comprises means for maintaining 
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those contacts open until such time as reset by a user of the appliance. 

33. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 32 wherein said actuator is a thermally 
sensitive bimetallic actuator of the type which has a reset temperature which is significantly 
below normal ambient temperatures whereby it may only be reset by a user in normal use. 

34. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 32 wherein a movable contact is 
mounted on a bi-stable contact arm which, once it has been moved to its open position, can 
only be returned to its closed position by a manual reset mechanism. 

35. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 32 further comprising a latch for 
latching a movable contact in an open condition after operation of the bimetallic actuator, and 
a manual latch release mechanism. 

36. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 35 wherein the latch comprises a catch 
and a resilient latch member which engages the catch to latch the contact open. 

37. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 36 wherein the catch is associated with 
the movable contact. 

38. (original) A beverage maker as claimed in claim 37 wherein said resilient latch member 
comprises an elongate leaf or wire spring. 

Claims 39-40. (canceled) 

41. (currently amended) An electric beverage maker comprising a liquid heating vessel, a 
funnel extending into the vessel, and an electric heater for heating liquid in the vessel, 

wherein the funnel includes a first open end and a second open end, and the second 
open end is smaller in cross-sectional area than the first open end, and 

wherein the electric heater includes a stainless steel plate and a heating element 
disposed only around the periphery of the plate, and wherein the electric heater has a first 
portion disposed within the periphery of the plate, directly below all of the second open end 
of the funnel, and the first portion of the electric heater is unheated. 
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42. (New) The electric beverage maker of claim 41, wherein the heating element is a thick 
film heating element. 

43. (New) The electric beverage maker of claim 41, wherein the heating element is a 
sheathed electric heating element. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

By jtuX^ D tecJrz^. 
Richard D. Getz 
Registration No. 36,147 
Attorney for Applicants 

McCormick, Paulding & Huber, LLP 
CityPlace II, 185 Asylum Street 
Hartford, CT 06103-3402 
860-549-5290 
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